Minutes of the Common Reading Committee
Monday, January 24, 2011

Attending were:

Shannon Holiday, David Hostetter, Sharon Kipetz, Laura Neal, Lisa Welch, Monica Larson, TC Williams, Lisa Park-Gherke, Sylvia Shurbutt, Helena Cole, Michael Fox, and Judi McIntyre.  Adam Booth appeared via YouTube.

The meeting began with reviews by those assigned to read books.  There were several books which were reviewed by more than one person.  The readers were asked if their book(s) should be considered for the final five list and to give their book a numerical ranking from 1-10.

The following books were read and their numerical rankings listed.

(1) Strength in What Remains – Tracy Kidder, 2010, 260 p.  (LISA WELSH will read)

 

(0) The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks -  Rebecca Skloot, 2009, 384 p. (3 nominations) (COLLEEN NOLAN will read)

 

(0) Beatrice and Virgil:  A Novel - Yann Martel, 2009, 224 p. (MONICA LARSON will read)

 

(2) Travel as A Political Act - Rick Steeves (2 nominations), 2009, 200 p. (LAURA NEAL will read)

(2-3) Planetwalker:  22 Years of Walking, 17 Years of Silence - John Francis, 2009 (LAURA NEAL will read)

  

(0) A Meaningful World – Benjamin Wiker and Jonathan Witt, 2006, 260 p. (LISA PARK-GHERKE will read)

 

(8) Abraham:  A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths – Bruce Feiler, 2005, 202 p (HEIDI HANRAHAN will read)

 

(6) The Chesapeake Watershed:  A Sense of Place and a Call to Action – Ned Tillman, 2009, 215 p (2 nominations) (JUDI MCINTYRE will read)

   

(0) Outliers:  The Story of Success – Malcolm Gladwell (2 nominations), 2008, 301 p. (SHANNON MCKENRICK will read)

 

(0) The Last Child in the Woods – Richard Louv, 2005, 310 p. (2 nominations) (JOHNNA SIMON will read)  
(2) A Case of Two Cities - Xiaolong Qiu, 2007, 320 p.  (HELENA COLE will read)

 

(0) Deep River – Shusaku Endo, 1994, 210 p.  (SHANNON MCKENRICK will read)

 

(1) Red Scarf Girl – Ji-li Jiang, 1997, 275 p. (SYLVIA SHURBUTT will read)

(7) China Mountain Zhang -  Maureen F. McHugh, 1992, 324 p. (SHARON KIPETZ will read)

 

(Not read; will be added to next year’s nominations) Kindred – Octavia Butler, 2009 

 

(1) This I Believe:  The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Women and Men – Jay Allison, 2006, 170 p. (SHANNON HOLLIDAY and ADAM BOOTH will read)

 

(5) I am America (And So Can You!) – Stephen Colbert, 2007, 250 p.  (JOHNNA SIMON will read) 

 

(3) Serena – Ron Rash (AHWIR author for 2011), 2008  (SHANNON HOLLIDAY will read) 

 

(5) Triangle – Katharine Weber, 2006 (SYLVIA SHURBUTT will read)

(1) Flight – Sherman Alexie, 2007, 208 p. (LISA PARK-GHERKE will read)

 

(1) Frederick Douglass and the Fourth of July – James A. Colaico, 2006, 203 p. (JUDI MCINTYRE and DAVID HOSTETTER will read)
The final five books selected to go on the Shepherd University website for voting for the 2011-2012 common reading are:

Strength in What Remains by Tracy Kidder

Red Scarf Girl by Ji-li Jiang

This I Believe:  The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Women and Men edited by

 Jay Allison

Flight by Sherman Alexie

Frederick Douglas and the Fourth of July by James A. Colaico
Book descriptions for the SU web page voting site will be written by Judi McIntyre and sent to the person(s) reading the book for any corrections, additions or deletions.

Respectfully submitted,

Judi McIntyre, Chair

Common Reading Committee
