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The Spirit of Jefferson

Shepherd adds four to its Athletic Hall of Fame

The Shepherd Athletic Hall of
Fame has added four new mem-
bers to its list of inductees.

With the 2010 inclusion of
Wayman Everly, Judy Massano
Ryskamp, Jason Johnson, and
Jeff Casteel the SU Athletic Hall
of Fame now has 121 members.

Wayman Everly was a four-
year starter in both football and
basketball for the Rams, graduat-
ing in 1964, He was a two-time,
first-team All-WVIAC selection
in football. He was an All-WVYI-
AC selection in basketball as a
junior.

Everly led Shepherd in pass re-
ceptions for three seasons. When
he was a senior captain in 1963,
the Rams went 7-1-1 averall, His

15 career touchdown receptions
leave him fifth on Shepherd’s
all-time list.

Inn his four years of basketball,
Everly totaled 1,059 points.

Ryskamp was a (wo-year
(1983-84) women's tennis play-
er. She played in the No. | posi-
tion in both singles and doubles,
One season, she was the singles
runner-up in the WVIAC tour-
nament. She also won the Na. 1
doubles title.

Ryskamp and Dana Axelsson
Cheney were the first SC wom-
en's tennis players to reach the
NAILA national tournament.

Johnson was a four-year letter-
man at Shepherd from 1991-94,
He was a three-time first-team
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Jason Johnson was elected into the Shepherd Athletic Hall of Fame.

Al-WVIAC selection and was
named to various NAIA All-
America teams in three different
SEASONS.

Johnson played on WVIAC
championship teams in 1991,
1992 and 1994, He was on two
NAILA playoff teams.

When his career was over,
Johnson held the school record
for pass interceptions with 29,
He is now second on that catego-
ry’s all-time list.

Coach Casteel was an assistant
in football for 12 seasons (1988-
99). Shepherd won six WVI-
AC championships in his dozen
years, There were four post-sea-
SOMN APPEarances.

Casteel was Shepherd's defen-

sive coordinator from 1991-99,

After  leaving  Shepherd,
Casteel was at Texas-El Paso for
a season before going to Mor-
gantown as a defensive assistant
for three seasons at WYL

He was moved to defensive co-
ordinator of the Mountaineers in
his fourth season. WWVU has ap-
peared in six bowl games while
Casteel has been on the coaching
stalf,

The four newest members of
the SU Hall will be inducted
on Friday, September 17, at the
Clarion Hotel just outside Shep-
herdstown. The foursome will
also be honored at the Shepherd
vs. Fairmont football game on
Saturday, September 18
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Rams’ infielder works to improve during offseason

By BeN Giesop
FOR THE JOURMAL

three-wiay share fof the team bead in
doubles with six.

STAUNTON, Va. - S5chool s
still several weeks away for Shep-
herd 1hird baseman Brian Collins,
bt he's still out om the diamand
wilh the Valley League's
Stamnton Braves.

“I'm enjoying play-
ing every day,” said
Collins, who is 3 g
Martinsharg native. i
“I"'m just focusing on
basehall, When
vou're af school vou M
Bave i halamce academ-
ks and baschall. Here | can
focus on basehall.

“Of couwrse, it's exsy o say you
like playing cvery day on a day off,
siting by the pool.”

Collins” focus on baseball has led
o him batting . 3440 so far with the
Braves in 53 at-bats, giving him a

“I"m l'lwn}s rying o gel bemer,
and playing against betier competi-
tion is oaly golmg to help me do
that,” he said.

Colling has two home runs 50
far — ke firsl being the
mosl memarable o him.
“1 came 1o the plan:
againsy Harrisonburg,
my sedond M bat, and
¥ knocked a homss nan,
That mament  deli-
nitely sticks out im my
mind.” Collins said.
The Braves arc [3-15
oa lhe year, bul 9-8 since

Collies has poimed the tzam.

=] feel like we, as a t=am, could
be winming more, but I"ve gollen a
good opporiunity and I've taken
advaniage of it so far,” he said.

Collins is used 10 playing third
base with the Shepherd Rams, bul

COllinS Fros Prce C1

has been spending mest his time in
right fiekd for the Braves.

“1 like it out there,” he sabd. “1
never played there before. ['m
adapting o it, and it"s a good expe-
rience io be owt in the field.”™

The Rams hope that playing
every day will benefit them this fz1l,
and Colling feels his time with the
Braves will help him improve as a
[player.

“The competition is at a good
lewied here,” he said, “1°m up ngainst
good plichers and grent talemt,
That's & plug. The day-to-dny repe-
lition just helps me gef beiber,”

Thee: Martimsburg native has spent
meost of his playing carcer in West
Virginia, so il took a bit of tkime o
adjust o Stasnlon.

“Everything was mew 10 me
down here, S0 0l 10k me lime o get
comivatable,” be shid.
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Shepherd thind basaeman Brign Collins & honing his sidls this off-

Lamuﬂmhﬁtwrﬂm. Va., Braves in the Valley Bascbal
ML,

" “But after three weeks, it fetls like

I"ve been down here 2l summer.”

Collins* time away from bome has

been cased by the
family, making the departure muc
&

“They've webcomed me since I've gol
et

Colling’ adjastent i Stauston bas
Hamrisons, his host been helped by having former Shep-

coach,” Colling said.

b herd caicher Amthoay Jackson slong ball skills.

moilher. for the ride as the Braves' first base
I’ always dlfﬁcr‘ll br:n‘!;! :ﬁn- couch.
fi homse, bist Robin a aurice :

I;ngnmﬁh:u been greal,” he said. door. and it's good h:-?‘ru

“He helped me get

While Collins balances being away
from hame, he also knows his time
with the Braves will only help his base-

=1 don"t Iipkgemmr from home,
bt 1 get 1o Vel )
foot in the fromt of over a 1,000 whp'w“m
him as & seid.
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