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An Explosion of Growth for an Age-Old
Game

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — At spring break, Joe Ernst took his college athletes on a
memorable trip to compete in their thriving sport.

Basketball? Nope. Baseball? Guess again. The Southwestern University team headed north
from Texas to play lacrosse in Michigan.

What was once a niche sport in New England and the Middle Atlantic is now one of the
fastest-growing games in the United States.

In the three N.C.A.A. divisions, 20 women's lacrosse teams and 12 men’s teams made their
debuts this vear, most of them in Division III — including Southwestern. At least two dozen
teams are scheduled to come on board next vear.

The reasons are simple. It can be relatively inexpensive to start a lacrosse team, and the
games are fast paced and high scoring.

Several colleges that are expanding their athletic programs cited the need to boost
enrollment and thereby generate more tuition, particularly in Divisions II and I1I, where
athletes often do not receive scholarships.

“It is just blowing up at the Division III level, particularly moving westward,” said Ernst,
Southwestern’s coach. “There’s really no expenditure on our part. It's equipment and
travel.”

Four of this year's new N.C.A.A. teams are outside the Eastern time zone, including a
women's team at Carthage College in Wisconsin and a men’s team at the Milwaukee School



of Engineering.

“I definitely didn’t come to school expecting to turn into a Division III lacrosse player,” said
Milwaukee goalkeeper Ian Wilson, who had last played lacrosse as a freshman in high
school in Illinois. “It’s the exact opposite of what I thought I would be doing my senior
year.”

The debut of Southwestern — the first N.C.A.A. men’s lacrosse program in Texas — comes
nearly four decades after Navy and Johns Hopkins played the first varsity college game in
the state at the Astrodome in Houston, according to US Lacrosse, the sport’s national
governing body.

Southwestern, located about 25 miles north of Austin, had success as a club team. Investing
in lacrosse was seen as a way to boost male and out-of-state enrollment, Ernst said.

“They wanted to be the first,” he said.
Being a pioneer is nice, but it also poses a scheduling challenge.

Southwestern's inaugural varsity season started with a four-day trip to California, followed
by a two-game swing in St. Louis. After the first of only three scheduled home games, Ernst
packed up his squad, led by the 275-pound attacker Ed Williams, and headed to Michigan
for games with two Division 111 opponents. The Pirates are still searching for a victory.

“Once we win a couple of games, I think it will start blossoming,” said Ernst, who previously
coached at Mercyhurst North East Junior College in Pennsylvania.

Some other programs have brought in coaches with Division I pedigrees.

Division I1I Lebanon Valley College in Pennsylvania hired John Haus to revive its men’s
lacrosse team. Haus led North Carolina and Johns Hopkins to N.C.A.A. tournament
appearances and won the 1998 Division 111 championship at Washington, Md.

Michele Uhlfelder was hired to coach the women at Division IIT Occidental College in Los
Angeles after earning six conference titles at Stanford.

Amanda ' Leary left Yale in 2007 after 14 seasons, including two N.C.A.A. tournament
appearances, to start a women’s team at Florida. The game may seem out of place ata
Southern football powerhouse — and 23 plavers are from the lacrosse hotbeds of Marvland
and New York — but O’'Leary takes heart in the fact that the women’s soccer program at



Florida won a national championship in 1998, four years after its debut.
“If there’s already a team that has done it, this is awesome,” she said.

Part of the reason lacrosse is catching on is that, although it was invented by North
American Indians hundreds of years ago, it has echoes of popular modern sports. It
combines the back-and-forth movement of soccer, the motion plays and contact of
basketball, and the sticks, hand skills and setup behind the goal found in hockey.

“The sport lends itself to the strategies of other sports that the kids kind of pick up on,” said
Brian Logue, a US Lacrosse spokesman.

The number of high school lacrosse players more than doubled in the last decade and 21
states now host championships, including North Carolina and South Carolina beginning this
vear. Illinois has added it for 2011.

Participation in N.C.A.A. lacrosse has grown 105 percent since 1988-89 to 15,730 athletes in
2007-8, according to the N.C.A.A.’s 2009 participation survey.

Over a 10-year period ending in 2007-8, the N.C.A.A. said there were 88 new women's
teams and 42 new men’s teams.

Karen Sutphin said she was looking for a college that offered environmental science, and she
found it at Shepherd University in West Virginia, two hours from her home in Baltimore.
Shepherd did not offer lacrosse then, but Sutphin helped organize a club team. Less than
two years later, the university made lacrosse a varsity sport. . On Monday, the team earned
its first win after an o-3 start.

“It’s an extra thing to do that’s fun,” Sutphin said.

Varsity lacrosse has another potential benefit. According to the N.C.A.A., among freshmen
entering school from 1999 to 2002, the graduation rate of lacrosse players was the highest
among 17 men'’s sports and tied for second with gymnastics — behind skiing at No. 1 —
among 18 women's sports.

“Across the country, it's amazing,” O’Leary said. “I'm getting e-mails from recruits from
Michigan and places that really aren’t hotbeds. It really is growing nationwide and it's

exciting.”
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Two WY colleges offer online roommate matching
By Cecelia Mason

March 29,2010 - Filling residence halls at colleges can be a laborious task, shuffling through ap-
plications trying to figure out whether personalities match, but at two West Virginia schools
students can now find roommates online.

Both WestVirginia University and Shepherd University hope their on-line room mate matching
software will lead to more harmonious dorm life.

WVU and its two sister schools, Potomac State and WVU Institute of Technology are in the sec-
ond year of using on-line room mate matching software developed by the University.

“The students now can select their room, they can choose their roommates, they can choose
their room type,” Corey Farris, director of housing and university apartments, said.

In years past, students filled out paper applications answering two or three questions and Farris’
staff would sift through the paperwork matching roommates.

Farris said the computer software allows students to learn more details about each other than
the old paper applications did because they answer about 20 questions designed to create a
more accurate profile.

“For example one of the questions we’ll ask is ‘do you listen to music!” and we'll also ask ‘what
kind of music?' because hard rock or rap or country and western or classical or jazz, not all those
musical preferences will worlk out together if you're living together,*“Farris said.

“They’'ll post it on-line and so they click a button and it will then come up with a rank order of
other students that have answered the questions similarly.”

While WYU designed its own software, Shepherd University has begun a three year trial with an
off the shelf program called Roommate Click.

Jonathan Calbretta, graduate residence hall director, said the program is basically a matchmak-
ing and social networking service that allows students to find a roommate based on various
criteria.

“They can answer some profile questions including interests, areas they like to go on campus, for
instance we include things like the wellness center, library, cooking or intramural sports,”

Calbretta said.‘“Maybe they’re artists and want to live with other artists, or maybe they're artists
and don’t want to live with other artists.”



All colleges have to deal with conflicts that arise when roommates don’t get along. Both univer-
sities hope that having students choose who they live with will mitigate many of these problems.

Calbretta said students using Roommate Click also answer question designed to reveal living
preferences and habits like music and TV and computer sharing.

“Are you willing to share your electronics and other things that students bring with them or is it
really an ask me and I'll let you or we can discuss that the first day,” Calbretta said.

All are issues and conflicts that can arise.

“For a lot of students moving to campus could be the first time they've had to share an intimate
space like a bedroom,” Calbretta said.

“They're not necessarily used to the transition from living in a family environment where all
the rules and boundaries have been created over the last |7 or |18 years so this is the first time
where they have to engage that type of boundary development.”

Shepherd just launched its on-line roommate matching service and returning students are using
it to line housing up for next year.

WVU students have used that school's service for one full year and Farris said the university will
soon be able to evaluate its success.
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Shepherd senior exhibit
g it S

Shepherd University seniors
Chelsea Hosey, of Little Birch,
and Brittany Smith, of Clifton,
Wa., will present their senior
exhihit, Obsessive Creative

Drawings, in the Scarborough
Library reading room beginning
today and continuing through
Wednesday. An opening recep-
tion will take place from 3 to 7
fr.m. today.

Ohbsessive Creative Drawings
will showcase a mix of illustra-
tive narratives and nonrepresen-
fational paintings and drawings.

Hosey's work is inspired by
graphic novels, Her drawings are
presented in short pancl nanra-
tives that tell the story through
image alone. Hosey prefers to
work in pen and ink due to all
the strong linework she can
achieve. Hosey will continue at
Shepherd for another semester

before graduating in the fall of
2000, She plans to create graph-
it novels.

Smith"s anl contains organic
shapes, flowing line work,
obsessive mark-making and
bright colors. All the forms
interact in a landscape of
abstraction. Smith will be gradu-
ating this spring with a Bachelor
of Fine Arts in painting. She
plans to join the military afier
graduation.

For more information, contact
Hosey at 304-876-4357 or
chosevi ] @shepherd.edu, or
Brittany Smith at 703-400-
6233 or
bsmith1 1 @ shepherd.edu.
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Photoworks showcase

to feature local student
SHEPHERDSTOWN —
Photoworks of Leeshurg, Va.,
will be showcasing “Synthetic
Glamour,” an exhibit of work by
a Shepherd University senior
photographer Ben Schonberger

The exhibit will be on display
from & to % p.m. Friday o
Photoworks, 2a Loudoun St 5W,
in Leeshurg.

The show is a collection of
new work from Schonberger,
consisting of large color images.
“Synthetic Glamour™ will be part
of Leesburg's popular first Friday
gallery walk. Schonberger’s

images explore the elements of
kitsch through a transformation
of environment anmd space.
“Symthetic Glamour” is an
examination of the balance
between beauty and kitsch as
defimed by the context of the photo-
graphic image,” Schenberger suid.
He is a senior photography
andd COMpULer imagery major
Shepherd. Originally from
Leesburg, Schonberger currently
lives in Shepherdstown. He plans
to graduate with his bachelor of
fine ars degree in the fall 2000
Schonberger has concentrated his
focus and direction on studio-
based photography. He currently
is working as Shepherd's studio
manager, where he assists slu-
dents with various technical
issues and classroom assign-
menls. Following graduation,
Schonberger hopes to altend
graduate school and pursue a
maister's degree in photography,
Mone information is available
by calling him at 703-727-2919.
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Shepherd plans study
abroad trip to Russia

SHEPHERDSTOWN —
Shepherd University's
Department of Business
Administration has planned a
faculty-led, study-abroad
spring break trip to Russia in
conjunction with the Deparn-
ment of Political Science
from March 10 through
March 21, 2011,

Moscow and St Pelers-
burg will be on the trip itin-
erary. The tour, including air
fare, train and ferry fares,
hotels, and most meals, is
52,669, An option o visit
Estonia and Helsinki, Fin-
land, is available for an addi-
tional 445, The entire trip
including the cost of a visa,
tips and travel insurance is
less than $3,600, There is a
$150 discount for anyone
who registers before April &,
and a 393 reduction for any-
one who has traveled with
EF Tours before.

Information and registra-
tion is available at
wwwetlours.com (tour Mo,
416478), or by contacting
Dr. Gordon DeMeritt at eihe-
merit@ shepherd edu or 304-
B T6-5350.

Shepherd selected

Jor a mini-grant

SHEPHERDSTOWN —
Shepherd University was
one of eight state schools
receive a Global Youth
Service Day mini-grant
from West Virginia Campus
Compact.

West Virginia Campus
Compact is West Vir-
ginia's lead agency for
Global Youth Service Day
2010, and is able o pro-
vide the mini-grants
through a 52,000 Lead
Agency Grant from Youth
Service America.

Shepherd will use its
mini-grant to help fund the
Potato Project, an event that
was successfully organized
in the past, which will pro-
vide truckloads of produce
1o state food pantries,

Established in 1988,
Global Youth Service Day
is the largest service event
in the world and is now cel-
ebrated in more than 100
countries.

Global Youth Service
Day is an annual campaign
that celebrates and mobi-
lizes the millions of chil-
dren and youth who
improve their communities
cach day of the year through
service and service-learning.

April 2,2010

The Journal
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2010 session: Slim pickings statewide

As we  discussed
here two weeks ago, the
mevently completed neg:
ular sensdon of the State
Legislature was excep-
tionally succrssiull for
Jefferson County.

However, ot much
was accomplished from
& slatewide point of
wisrw. Mast ol the really
impontant issued went
unresolved. Herewith &
rundows ol the
Legislatane’s  actions
affecting  the entire
seabe.

The  House of
Delegates  passed a
major improvement bo
the ethics law povem-
ing the finandal con-
et of public officials,
as well as a proposed
conslitubionsl amend-
manl alfecting businiss
personal property
taxes. The Senate failed
b act om wither

The House
Lenale Both p.lru:
comprehensive hlgher
edacatiom  bill that
would have extended
the  ilexibility mow
enjoyed by ocur stabe’s
two largest institutbons
of  higher  learning
(West Virginia
University and
Marshall Univessity) to
smaller schools  like
Shepherd  University.
The bl would have
also changed some per-

lnd

sonmel rubes, That bill
was discovered at the
last minute to be bech-
nically Aawed, so was
nat submitied to the
governor for his signa-
tare {necessary for it o
becomi law],

Mothing major was
done mogarding K12
education because
Governor Joe Manchin
indicated early on he
wanted a special ses-
ston in May to deal
with that jssuae, The rea-
son for the walt was o
s how we did in com-
petition  with  other
slabes in the new feder-
al “race to the top”
funding (very poarly, it
turmned out). The May
special

BUEAIDR
might quite possi-

bly inclede fising the
technically  Mawed
higher education bill,
s well.
We also failed 1o
resalve  the  serious
we have ade-
quately funding publlc
employes “post-
employment” benedits.
A committer did work
diligently on this, and 1
think we'll have a solu-

Legislature  did n-ol
pasa laws creating an
Intermediate appellate
eourt of making ithe
election of judges nan-

partisan.  {or . hav-
ing judges
be  appointed), two

isnpactant juadicial
reforms weTe
approved, We created
same "chancery” (bnasi-
neess kaw ) courts and we
authorized public und-
ing for the two State
Supprme Court faces
on the ballot in 2012 as
'pllol project.” e
public fund-
ing of elections For
EANY YCATE.

Ta try and save sommd
regional jail costs we
permitted counties that
still have their own jails
i house amrested peo-
ple for up ta %6 hour in
those county jails. The
regicnal jafl system was
created almost thirty
yrars ago because fed-
eral courts had ruled
that  most of West

Wirginia's county jails

were  inadequate  for

both bills and consider
them both quite meces-

housing prisoners more  sary.

than & few days.
T h e
Legislature passed
whiat] call the 50§ and
50 miles” bill, h‘lﬁfﬂb‘
any construction proj-
mwnnhmrﬂw

A mew  law  will
change the way West
Virginia handbes
Driving  Under  the
Influence of Alcohol
(DULL  MNow, il the
DHwislon  of Mobor
Vehicles  (DMVY) suse

'In‘h'.l live in West
Virginia or within 7%

miled of the stabe’s bos-.

ders. Those numbers
wire changed respece
tively o $50,000 and 50
ulles.

Cities will have mone
authosity to deal with
the cwners of dilapi-
dated and abancdoned
buildings under two
bills we passed. 1
srongly  supported

pends, your [loense
R e

we the right to appea
to, guess who, the
DMAV! That's like belng
found guilty in court by
a judge ard having the
right to appeal your
case o the same podge
whao found you guiley.
This mew Law changes
that - you can appeal to
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