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Rams drop pair to Mountain Cats

By Ben GiasoN
FOR THE JOURNAL

SHEFHERDSTOWN -
The Shepherd Rams dropped
two games against the Piu -
Johnstown Mountain Cats on
Sunday at Fairfax Field.

The Rams found them-
selves on the wrong end of
the scoreboard in both games
of the doubleheader, losing
the first game 3-2 and losing
a rain-shortened second game
3-1.

PITT-JOHNSTOWN 5,3
SHEPHERD 2, 1
RAMS 1012

“That's what baseball is,
you got to get ready to play
again after a day like today.
We just got 1o get on the bus
and get ready for Wesleyan
on  Tuesday,”  Shepherd
coach Wayne Riser said.

The Rams found them-
selves down early, as Pin-
Johnstown's Matt Whiteman
knocked in two runs with his
single over second base in the
top of ihe first inning.

The  Rams  quickly
bounced back when Mathan
Minnich hit a double to bring
in ¥al Arduini and cut the
bead 1o one.

Anthony Jackson followed
with a single to left center,
bringing in Minnich fo tie the
game at 2.2,

Fitt-Johnstown took the
lead again in the top of the
third nning as Drew West-
over hit a sacrifice fly 1o
score Dan Mangini for a 3-2
lead.

The Mountain Cats added
another run in the fourth
inning when Drew Shaulis
grounded out, bringing in
Demek w streich the Pt -
Johnstown lead to 4-2.

Pitt-Johnstown added an
insurance in the seventh
inning as designated hitter
Zach Martin laced a shot
down the right field line run
to bring in another run and
give the game its final score
aof 5-2.

The Rams left seven run-
ners on base in the - losing
effort, unable to  string
together enough hits to score,

Pitt-Johnstown's  Man
Staub was the winning pitch-
er, allowing two camned runs
on nine hits, ‘while striking
out five and walking one.

The Rams Pani
Chenoweth was saddled with
the loss, allowing four Tuns
on six hits and striking out
four.

“We just need to start play-
ing better baseball. 1 don't
have time 1o list everything
that we are doing wrong,”

The Rams didn’t fair much
better in the second game, as
the Mountain Cats jumped
out to an carly lead in the top
of the first with Martin
grounding out but scoring
Nick Barbera.

Pitt-Johnstown added
another mn when Demek
blasted the ball over the left
ficld fence to give the Moun-
tain Cats a 2-0 lead in the top
of the second.

Shepherd cut the Mountain
Cats” lead in hall in the bot-
tom of the third inning as a
series of throwing errors
allowed Chris Szafran 1o
make his way 10 third base
before Arduini hit a sacrifice
fly 1o score Szalran,

Pint Johnstown extended
its lead 10 3-1 when Staub
hit a single to bring in Seth

Joumal phota By Roa Agnit
Shepherd's Justin Byrd pitches against Pitt-Johnstown on Sunday during the first game of a doubleheader. The Rams
dropped both games against the Mountain Cals.

Raoy.

The game was called in the
top of the sixth inning as the
rain picked wp and quickly
soaked everything at Fairfax
Fiebd.

Kody Reighand picked up
the win for the Mountain
Lions, allowing two hits and
one run, striking out five and
walking three.

Kyle Shifflette was the los-
ing pitcher, allowing five hits
and two runs before being
relieved by Kenny Reisinger,
who allowed one run on five
hits and struck ot one,
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Lady Rams post important West Virginia Conference

Shepherd took over leadership
in the WVIAC softball stand-
ings when the Lady Rams swept
a doubleheader on Saturday from
Wheeling Jesuit.

Shepherd had 115 power rating
with its 4-0 league record while
perennial conference champi-

on West Virginia Wesleyan was
also at 4-0 but had a power rating
of 110.

In winning the opener 1-0 in
eight innings, Shepherd received
a route-going pitching perfor-
mance from Tricia Bettura, who
struck out nine, and walked only
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sweep of Wheeling

two in going the distance and im-
proving her record to -2 with
her four-hitter.

Chelsie Oals singled home
Biana Biordillo with the game-
winning run in the Shepherd
eighth.

In the nightcap, the Lady Rams

scored seven runs in the first in-
ning to make pitcher Nichole Pit-
cock's job much easier.

Shepherd went on to win 11-2
in a game shortened because of
the eight-run mercy rule.

Oals had two RBIs in the first
inning and so did Allic Bram-

beck. Kris Durham was 3-for-3.
Pitcock, Brambeck, and Amber
Dudak all collected two hits for
the Lady Rams, who were 16-4
overall following the sweep of
the Lady Cardinals.

Pitcock struck out six and
walked two in her four innings

of work to move her individual
record to 7-2. She allowed four
hits. Brook Stambaugh pitched
the fifth inning, allowing two
hits and Wheeling Jesuit's sec-
ond run.

Wheeling Jesuit was 1-3 in the
WVIAC and 3-14 overall.
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Rams find no hitting remedies or solutions

BOB MADISON Sports Editor

When college baseball teams
reach into the heart of their week-
end conference schedules they
use mid-week, non-conference
games to try to find solutions to
areas where they are weak.

They give new faces a first
look. They try a batter-abused
pitcher one more time. They jug-
gle their batting order, trying to
squeeze another run out of an un-
derachieving group. They look
for a way to alleviate the loss to
injury of a key performer.

When Shepherd went against
visiting Millersville last Wednes-
day at Fairfax Field, both teams
came in with recent disappoint-
ments riding with them.

The Rams had been forced to
settle for a split of four WVIAC
games in West Liberty the week-
end before -- scoring few runs
and actually wasting an opportu-
nity against a team that limped in
with a 1-12 overall record.

Millersville came to Fairfax
Field with a 6-13 record and the
tarnished memories of losses to
West Chester the day before,

Not many solutions were to
be found.

The two teams would divide
their two games. Millersville
cruised to an 8-3 win in the open-
er. And Shepherd rode the long ,
two-run home run of Brian Col-
lins to a 3-2 win in the nightcap.

In the first game, Shepherd's
Wayne Riser tried Bryan Wolfe
-- again. Wolfe had been ham-
mered in non-conference games
in Morth Carolina where the
Rams had been thrashed by na-
tional power Mount Qlive and
ordinary Barton.

Wolfe lasted four innings, al-
lowing four earned runs on three
hits, walking or hitting four, and
leaving with the memory of Kent
Gerdes' two-run homer in his
rearview mirror.

Wolfe had faced 19 batters in
a mid-week Millersville line-
up and saw seven of them reach
base and four of them score.

Shepherd reliever Shawn Wiles
didn't improve his stock, allow-
ing four more runs in 2.1 innings .
.. and Adam Laver yielded Scott
Stevens' two-run double that

capped the Marauder scoring.

Riser, missing freshman out-
fielder Michael Lott to injury,
saw his run-starved team get 15
men on base . . . and leave 11 of
them stranded there.

Clutch hits or two-out hits with
runners in scoring position have
been practically nonexistent for
Riser's Rams of late.

Tried at first base for the first
time was freshman Brian Mil-
burn, a Jefferson High grad. Mil-
burn was on base three times,
getting a single and two walks.

But at least one Ram runner
was left on base in every inning.

Riser then gave his usual week-
end, conference-game pitchers an
inning each in the second game
-- but only after little-used Kyle
Shifflette had burdened them with
a 2-0 deficit after his two innings.

Gerard Sokolis, Pat Smith,
and Paul Chenoweth all pitched
a scoreless inning . . . and it was
still 2-0 when the Rams batted in
the fifth.

Millersville had followed the
same pitching routine for a few
innings and then tumed to Aaron

Wilkins to carry them on through
until the end.

Wilkins couldn’t make it all
the way to the end.

Pat Aragon singled to begin the
fifth. Val Arduini got his third hit of
the game to drive in Aragon. Then
it was Collins who gave Shepherda -
split of the games when he crashed
a long homer to the brambles be-
yond the fence in left.

Kenny Reisinger, who had
pitched a complete-game win
over West Liberty the Sunday
before, came on to try his pitch-
ing luck in the seventh.

Reisinger was greet-
ed by consecutive singles from
Stevens and Adam Boyd. Af-
ter a sacrifice bunt moved
both runners along, Reisinger
fanned Gerdes on a called third
strike on a 3-2 pitch. Pinch-hit-
ter Keith Spencer flew out to
left . . . and Shepherd's three-
run inning had been enough to
gain it a split on an afterncon
where few -- if any -- solutions
were found by either side to the
holes they had been showing in
conference games.
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Shepherd rallies late to beat Mountain Cats

BOB MADISON Soors Edilor

Just when it looked like Shep-
herd was going to see its game-
long lead trumped by a three-run
Pitt Johnstown rally, the Rams
used a seven-hit, nine-base run-
ners inning themselves to beat
the Mountain Lions, 9-4, in the
first game of a chilly Saturday af-
ternoon confersnce doublehead-
er.

Trailing, 4-3, after the Moun-
tain Cats had chased Rams’ start-
er Gerard Sokolis, there came
Shepherd’'s most successful in-
ning of the season.

The Shepherd sixth be-
gan when Tyler Beard singled
through the middle. And when
it finally was ended after first-
time stater Bryan Milbumn flew
out, the Rams had sent 11 batters
to the plate and scored six times
to wrangle a 9-4 lead out of what
was once a one-run deficit.

Following Beard, Milburmn
lined a single to left and Chris
Seafran bunted safely to load the

bases, Pinch-hitter Tylor McCain
{who entered with a .136 batting
averige), had an RBI single over
shorstop.

Val Arduini drove in a run with
a single on the ground inte right .
.. and Brian Collins was hit by a
pitch.

Mathan  Minnich  collect-
ed three RBls when his double
reached the base of the fence in
dead center,

Anthony Jackson drove in the
inning's sixth run when he dou-
bled home Minnich.

Kenny Reisinger staggered
through the final two innings to
get the win. Reisinger allowed
three hits and a walk and couldn’t
hold Sokolis' lead in the sixth.
Even though he was no mystery
to the Mountain Cat hitters, Reis-
inger had to be credited with the
win,
After Matt Staub reached Sok-
olis for a first-inning home ran,
the senior lefi-hander settled in
and blanked the visitors for four
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B. J. Pumroy, cumently em-
ployed as the athletic director at
Valley City State University in
Morth Dakota, will become Shep-
herd"s new athletic director on June
30, 2010 when current SU athletic
dirsctor Karl Wolf assumes other
duties at the university.

Pumroy's appointment was an-
nounced by Richard Helldobler,

vice president for academic af-
fairs at Shepherd.

Pumroy had previously been
employed at Truman State in
Missouri, where he coached
baseball and was an assistant ath-
letic director.

He has served on a number
of NCAA Division 11 national
boards.

Dates: April 1,2010

straight innings before faliering
the sixth.

Three straight Mountain Cat
singles when the Rams were
literally clinging to & 3-1 lead
brought in Reisinger, who struck
out the first two batters he saw
but then then yielded a walk and
two-REI single by Justin Demek
to send Pitt Johnstown to a 4-3
lead.

Shepherd rallied back.

Reisinger was on the ropes
again in the seventh, but after
permitting two more hits, he was
extricated from his expanding
hole by a line drive double play
begun by shortstop Pat Aragon.

There were 16 hits from the
Rams -- three by Arduini and
two each by Jackson (who was
on base three times), Beard (also
on base three times), Milbum,
Szafran, and Aragon.

The WVIAC baseball weekend
had begun well enough. How-
ever, the beginning to the four-
game series was the only game

The Spirit of Jefferson

that would be a prosperous one

for the Rams.
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Late lapses costly to baseball Rams

BOB MADISON Sports Edilos

Pat Smith was winging right
along with his five-inning shut-
out when he had a little hiccup
after retiring the first man in the
Pitt Johnstown sixth. He walked
only his second man . . . to bring
up Drew Westover.

Smith had a precarious 2-0 lead
he was zealously protecting. His
margin for error could have been
a little more roomy except the
Rams had stranded rwo base ran-
ners in the first, two more in the
third, and six altogether through
five mims.

Shepherd had taken the open-
er of the Saturday conference
doubleheader and was in need of
winning both games o slay near
the top of the Morthern Division
race,

After Smith  walked Mait
Staub (four hits in the first Sat-
urday game), he peered into the
Shepherd dugout, There was no
movement there.

When Westover hammered
a game-tying, (wo-run homer,
Smith backed off the mound and
took a longer look into the Shep-
herd dugout.

After a visit by Rams” Coach
Wayne Riser, it was Smith's duty
to keep the game tied. But after
an infield error and a single from
Justin Demek, Smith was re-
placed by Kenny Reisinger.

Reisinger got out of the inning
without further damage.

In the last of the sixth, Shep-
herd outfielder Tyler Beard hit
an opposite-field home run just
inside the foul pole in left.

Reisinger went out to the sev-
enth to protect his one-run lead.

He walked ninth-place bat-
ter Andy Rubal on a 3-2 pitch.
after a sacrifice bunt, Reising-
er walked Staub on four pitch-
&5, With runners stationed at first
and second, Zach Martin flew to
Tylor McCain in center for the
inning’s second out.

However, McCain missed the
cut off man on his throw back to
the infield . . . and both runners
moved up a base.

There were two out. There was
the tying run on third and the go-
ahead run on second after McCa-
in's poor throw.

Westover was walked inten-
tionally to load the bases.

Reisinger and batter Matt
Whiteman waged a silent war.

When the count on White-
man went to 2-2, the Mountain
Cat outfielder poked an opposite
field single in front of Beard in
left.

The hit was going to score

Rubal from third, but when it
bounced belt-high right to the
forward-moving Beard it ap-
peared that Staub - running from
gecond -- would be an easy out at
the plate.
But Beard had to catch the rou-
tine hopper. And he didn't as it
glanced off his glove and went
behind him as he slid and stum-
bled going back after it.

Pitt Johnstown had a 4-3 lead.

It would keep it . . . and win
the game and get an unlikely split
of Saturday’s games when route-
going Drew Shaulis wriggled out

of a two-on, two-out situation in
the Shepherd seventh.

The Ram seventh began when
Michael Lott was hit by a pitch
and was sacrificed to second by
Val Arduini. After Brian Collins
went out on a routine fly to cen-
ter, Nathan Minnich was hit by a
pitch,

That brought in the highly re-
liable Anthony Jackson. Jack-
son had been denied by Shaulis,
facing him a fourth time with an
0-for-3 collar around his neck.

Jackson swung weakly at the
first pitch, hit it off the end of his
bat and watched helplessly as the
Mountain Cat second baseman
tagged pinch-runner Jake Cook
as he ran straight to him.

Shepherd was forced to swal-
low a 1-1 split of the double-
header, It had managed seven
hits, two of them homers (Ardui-
ni and Beard). It had been caught
in the sixth inning and passed in
the seventh,

And its all-important WVIAC
record was a skimpy 3-3,

The last three men in its line-
up -- Bryan Milburn, Chris Sza-
fran, and Pat Aragon - were a
combined 0-for-9 and had gotten
only one ball out of the infield.

Sunday’s doubleheader await-
ed. If it didn"t rain as predicted.
The Rams were short on arms to
pitch. They were short on batters
to get hits or even get on base,

And Saturday’s loss after lead-
ing for five innings was going to
rankle Riser for more than just
the rest of the weekend.
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Blazers pull Hood over Rams

By Anprew R. FuLtz
FORTHERMBNAL

SHEPHERDSTOWN -
The Shepherd Rams and the
Hood Blazers were each
looking for their thind viclory
of the year in lacrosse action
Thursday at Ram Stadium.

The Rams dressed in pink
for breast cancer awareness
during  warmups  before
changing into their normal
Ilue-ancd-white attire.

A quick score seemed 1o
follow suit with Shepherd’s
quick change.

Thirty seconds into the
game, the Rams god off to 1-
0 lead on @ goal by sopho-
more Kaitlin Drake,

Shepherd's lead grew to 4-
00, but Hood eventually man-
aged a 16-14 victory,

Early on, the Blazers
seemed not to have an anwer
for a fired-up Ram squad
playing its final home game
of the season.

The Blazers finally pot
going, stringing together an
atnck and cutting Shepherd's
lead to 86 al halftime, The

Rams held the lead the entire 12 with 15:56 0 go.

first half.

Jounmal pholo by Ron Agnie

Shepherd midfielder Carly Jones exploiis & seam in the
Hood defense between Lauren Perzan, left, and Julia
Banks during the second hall of their game. ]

Dwuring the sec-
ond hall, Shep-
herd seemed 1w be
tiring as the Blaz-
ers climbed 1o
within one at 10-
9. The Blazers,
wha had been los-
ing the entire
game, fimally
went ahead at 13-

LACROSSE
HOOD 16

playing great 1o
this point, but the
Rams seemed o
be gassed, and
¢ 70 the Blazers ran
away with the
victory.

“We did a

BLAZERS 3
SHEPHERD 14

Vo L= good job, bt just

ran oul of steam
there at the end.
‘Wi didn't take advantage of

Both defenses had been  opportunities that were given

Shaphond goalkeeper Emily Rached, lefl, and michalder Lincsay RHusse

Lauran Perzan (B) during e second hall of Hood's lacrosse victory on Thissday

o s, We just came up a little
shont today,” Shepherd coach
Tammy Butler said.

Butler’s first year as head
coach began with an all new
team. She came from Hood,
where she was an assistant
before taking the head coach-
ing job for Shepherd.

When asked how il was to
play her old team, Butler
came up with only one word:
“Weinl.”

“l wanted to beal them,”
Butler said. “It was important
to ez o beat them.”

Instead, Brandi Noel's five
goals and three apiece by
Julic Banks and Kelsey
Blackwell paved the way 1o
victory for Hood,

Nicole Ruane tallied eight
goals for Shepherd, whike
Carly Jones and Mikki Fasco
had a pair apiece.

Four of Shepherd's final
five games ane in Ohio,

“I think we will definitely
be competitive with the
games in Ohio,” Butler said,
“gonna hit those games
hard.™

The Rams are off until
April 11 when they visit Lake
Erie College.

el phcic ey o A

| weork 1o 50D & shaol Irom Hood midhisicer
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Bettura helps
Rams to best
softball start

By Eric Jones
JOURNAL SPORTS WRITER

SHEPHERDSTOWN -
Shepherd's Tricia Bettura has
a week any pitcher would
dream of and that most pitch-
crs  never  experience. The
Rams" sophomore  starting
pitcher was unstoppable last
wiek as she helped Shepherd
g0 6-0 and complete a sweep
of doubleheaders againa West
Liberty, Wheeling Jesuit and
Shippensburg, Pa.

In her three starts, which
included 20 innings pitched,
Bettura allowed nine hits,
struck out
24 batters
and com-
piled an
ERA of
.00, The
only mun
allowed dur-
ing that
stretch was
an unearnisd
run in the Rams" win over
West Libenty in Game |,

Bettura was named the
West Virginia Conference’s
Co-Pitcher of the Week with
the University of Charleston’s
Steffanie Rossman and has
also been named Gold's
Gym/The Journal Athlete of
the Week (March 21-27).

It's no coincidence that Bet-
tura's superb effort on the
mound coincides with the
Rams® best-ever stan of 18-4,
putting them in the regional
rankings at No, 6,

Bettura started her week out
with @ strong outing against
West Liberty, where she
pitched five innings, giving up
Just two hits, walking one and
striking out five. She gave up
no camed runs as she and
Brooke Stambaugh combined
for a two-hitter in . 7-1 win by
Shepherd.

BETTURA

-ATHLETE
OF THE WEEK

For the week of
March 21-27

FHESEMTED BY

Gold’'s Gme

In her next start, against
Wheeling Jesuit, she pitched a
complete game and battled
with OQlivia Wamsley in a
pitcher's duel. Bettura won
that battle, picking up her
eighth win of the season as the
Rams scored in the bottom of
the eighth o take the game.
She allowed four hits and
stuck out nine.

Bettura capped the week
with a win in Game | of a dou-
blcheader with Shippensburg,
the school's first over the Red
Raiders. In that game, she
pitched all seven innings,
allowing just three hits and
fanning 10 batters.

Betura's week improved
her already solid stats for the
season. She improved o 9-2
and lowed her ERA 1o 1.72.
She” also struck out 65 hitters,
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