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Collins a big hit for Shepherd

Rams’ junior
leading team
at the plate

By Bex Giesox

FOR THE JOURNAL |

SHEPHERD-

STOWN — Shepherd |
third baseman Brian |

Collins has been a team |

Icader in many sutistics )

like runs and RBI, but
like many leaders, he

also gives his team plen- |

ty of intangibles that [HS

can'l be found in a box

SCONE.

Afer  leaving

the |

field on a cold and wet |2

Thursday evening last

week, Colling  could |

have let one bad day at |

the plate overshadow
his team’s two wins, buat
Collins isn’t the (ype o

put himself ahead of the 1

team,

1 made contact every
time | was up but fell
like I could have done a

lot better,” he said. “We

came oul with Iwo wins

= that's the main thing. §

Like mamy, he staned

off with baseball at age |

5 and played into high

school, and Collins is |

hesitant to say he knew
e had a bit of talent out
on the baseball dia-
mond.

“1 don't know if I
ever thought 1 was bet-
ter than everyone élse or
anyihing like that. 1 had
succeeded on all levels
when | played from Lit-
tle League on up. | think
I'm still doing well at
this kevel,” he said.

The Jefferson High

School  alum  who
played various positions
and pitched, often get-
ting intoe the 80s with
his  fastball, doesn’t
have o travel oo far
from home to pursue his
college playing career,
but his career didn't

Collins ..o

stan there = it first start-
ed off a1 nearby Freder-
ick Community Col-
lege.
T decided 1o head 10
FOC b see what T could
do and see where that
would take me, but
imjury god in the way,”

T11 slugging porcentage. 35

leacher,

which sometimes

BBl and 12 doubles, He's
aleo secomd on (e leam with
a . 3TH batting pescenge,

The Hams saw more of
that prodection in a four-
game series this weckend
againsl  Wheeling  Jesuit,
wiien e knocked in four hits
and five BBl on Sabardsy,
belpleg the Rams pick wp
their seonnd siraight double-
keader sweep.

CHF the Neld, Collins i
studying Elementary Educa-
tiom and plans o work wish
chillren  amd  bevome o

COENS 35 & Surpnse o [eam-
[t =

“That surprises people a
lol. They look at me and
aren’t  sure about  thal”
Collins said. “1 love working
with kids and despate what
my teammates say, 1'm good
with kids.”

Cm and off the ficld,
Collins hopes he can make an
impact om olhers. and il he
does as well off the field 3
bt does om, Colling and those
aroimd him have plemty o
ok Torward #o.

Cillins said,

Collins was enjoving
his time at FOC, but a
bad pitch at a game in
Muyrtle Beach, S.C.
changed his plans.

After being hit by a
pitch. the injury led o a
Ilood-clol that sidelined

him for over a year.

When he was cheared
to play baseball again,
Collins picked up with
his sophomore vear ai
Shepherd, hoping 1o be
able tp make an impact
after spending over a
year off.

AP proay
Shapherd's Brian Colling, a Jeflerson High School graduale, has been a steady force at the plate for the Ramsg. The junior
third baseman leads his team in several offensive categories.

The 6-fool, 200-
pound infiekder is k-
ing plenty of impact as a
jumior for the Rams as
b beads the team in sev-
eral calegories, includ-
ing seven home rans, a

See COLLINS C3
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Bombs away for Rams’ Minnich

Sophomore smacks 4 wes 17 foc 30 (571). He also the wisd coming somewhat 1o hés a5d
; added four doubles and scored 15 beee . v bt w
6 HRs during week s ' on & breezy day. but mostly hit with

. his own power, two of his three
'His effoets eamed = hene runs cleared Shaw Hall, and

By Eric Jones himn the West Vir- his third bome run of the game
EABMALSPORTSWRITER. ﬂr:;a(‘urn&tm's bounced off the building. Minnich
_ ver of the Week finished the second game of the dou-
SHEPHERDSTOWN — The award, asd be also ‘bleheader 3_ for 5 with his theee

Shaw Hall dormitory, which sits has been named
mbﬂihﬂpm,ghé field fence at Shep-  Gaold's Gym/The
'$ eld, i seemingly ot Joumnal Athlete of beth City, Shepherd hit five home

of the path of any home runs. the Week (April 4- rans, Incloding oo apiece by Tyler
That wasn't the case when the April 10). MBNICH  Beard and Tylor McCain In Gamé 1,
Rams" Nathan Minnich stepped up to Part of the sophomore’s week  That kind of porweer, which b kept
the plate daring an incredibie offen- included a three-home run performe up all week, is & big resson why the
sive week for in which he ance in Game 2 of the Bams” double- Rams went 6-2 and picked up & cou-
hit six Bome runs, deove in 16 runs header sweep of Elizabeth City, With ple big doableheader triumphs.

hﬂ:!m;mﬁngaimtﬂlu.

AOW

including his sixth homer of
the week, a three-run blast in
the Rams’ five-run second
inning.

The Rams put up 23 runs
and 24 hits in that game, and
Minnich accounted for three
hits and three RBI. He was
only outdone by teammiate
Brian Collins" eight-RBI per-
formance.

Minnich’s week was just
part of Shepherd’s offensive
firepower. In their eight
games, the Rams combined
for 91 runs, averaging
approximately 11 runs a
game. Between funs scored
and RBI, Minnich accounted

for 34 percent of Shepherd’s
offense.

including one agains: conference foe
Wheellng Jesuir,

It was the nightcap of the double-
header with Wheeling Jesuit that Min-
ﬁubthnd two mare home rums, fin-

the game, which Shepherd won
16-8, 3 for 3 with four more REL

As B his week wasn't good enough
up to that point, Minnkch continued
his offensive explodion in ancther
doubleheader on 1he road againss
Wheeling Jesuit, in which the Rams
Spdil the two-game sel.

Coatinuing his and Sheplerd s home
ron sresk, Minnich went 3 for 3,

See AOW D2
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Minnich launches three;

Shepherd softball
sweeps Bluefield

BLUEFIELD, (WY} - Shep-
herd swept Blueficld by scores
of 12-0 and 5-2 in & WVIAC
softball doubleheader played on
Sunday.

The Lady Rams improved o
255 pverall and o 11-5in the
WWVIAC with the sweep. Blue-
field fell to 3-21 overall and 1-11
in the WYIAC,

A five-run first inning in the
first game got the Lady Kams off
o & quick start. The game end-
ed early because of the cight-run
mercy nale.

In that opener, Shepherd's
Courtnl Williams had a sofo hom-
erand an RBI single. Cammie Or-
landi, Chelsic Cals, Bianca Bion-
dillo, and Kris Durham all con-
iribusted twio hits to the win.

Shepherd pitcher Tricia Bet-

fura struck owt six in three innings,
to motch her 1 3th win against five
losses. ]

in the second game, Shep-
herd’s Tilfany Farmer had a two-
run double in & three-nun second
inning rally. Biondillo had a run-
scoring single and Amber Dudek;
had a sacrificer fly.

Shepherd pitcher Nichale Fit.
cock went four inmimgs o get
credit for the pitching win. She
is now 11-4, Brooke Stambaugh,
who also pitched two innings in
the runaway opener, wenl the last
innings in the nightcap 1o recond
B BAVE,

The Lady Rams were in fifth
pace in the WVIAC behind
Charleston, West Virginka Wes-
leyan, Alderson Broaddus, and
Fairmont, 3

‘Shepherd, Concord split

ATHENS -~ Tracia Bethara fired
& two-hit shutout as the Shepherd
softhall e defeated homestand-
ing Concord, 2-0, in the opener of
2 WVIAC doubleheader on Satur-
day. Concord got & split of the af-
termoan’s games whea it grabbed
the nighacap, 5-1.

In the shatout fired by Betura,
she recorded nine strikeouts and
mwved her overall recond o 12-5,

The opener was scoreless until
Shepherd scored two times in the
top of the seventh, Chelsie Oals
had a vital two-run double 1o score
Bettura and Amber Dudek with the
game’s only runs. Tamem Smith

- The 10-game Shephend foothall
schedule for 2010 will have five
home games and five road games.

The Famma will open on the rosd
on August 28 s Shippensburg in
the annoal Grest Valley Classic.

After & Saturday off, The Rams
will face 5t Joseph's of Indiana
in Shepherdstown on Seplember
11 and then WWYIAC rival Fair-
maont on Seplember 18 at Ram
Sindium.

Thee next two games will come
on September 25 st Seton Hill
and a1 Charleston on October 2.

Follvwing & home game on

2010 Rams schedul

was the tough-luck losing pitches
Comeerd erupted for all five of
its second-game rens in the first-
inning runs off Nichole Pircock,
There were five hits and a Lady
Rams’ emror in the big Inning.
Bettura came on in relief of Pit-
cock and held Concond scoreless
in her innings, She fanned eight.
Dudek's double drove in Bianca
Bionsdillo with Shepherd"s only run..
Coneord improved to 58 in the
WWIAC and 17-16 overall. Shep-
herd was 23-5 overall and 9-5 in
the WVYIAC pending iis double-
header on Sunday at Blueficld.

October 9 against Concord and
the sanmual Homecomi

on October 16 against Vr?:ﬂ“\f:
ginia Wesleyan, the Rams will
travel o West Liberty on Octo-
ber 23 and 10 West Virginia State
on Dctober 30,

After another open date the
first Saturday in November, the
regular scason doesn’t close un-
til November 13 when Glenville
comes o Ram Stadium,

The five home ganies will have
an carlier starting tine than in the
past and are all slated o begin &
12-noon.

Rams sweep Vikings

BOU MAMBON Spcis Edner

Tt took until the second week in
April, bat Shepherd was finally
able to find a pitching staffl much
like its own mid-week throwers .
. . and then feast on that staff,

And feast the Rams did —
spankdng the Vikings of Elizabeth
City 12-6 and 14-9 1o sweep last
Thursday's rain-telayed double-

“The Vikings had six hits and
nime base ranners in the open-
er, inchuding home mans from
Kyl Meads and Stephen Green
«+ . und then splashed 15 hits all
around Fairfax Ficld in the right-
cap.

In winning the opener, the
Rams had six base runners in the
first inning and four more in the
second. In all, 22 of the 40 bat-
ters Shepherd sent 1o the plate

night-
caip as Minnich kept flying base-
balls out and then over the near-
et bt
Eight of the nine players in the
Shepherd batting onder were on

Shep-  base at least twice,

Ninth-place batter Pat Aragon
wat on base four straight times

1-for-d. Sixth-place batter Gun-
sell went 3-for-5.

McCain was on base three
times. 50 was Beard. S0 was Bri-
an Collins,

And then there was Minn-
ich, who completed his carnage
agninst the Viking pitchers witha
5-for-9 doableheader that moved
h‘_uhﬂj“mm.llz.

The Vikings had Kermit Jack-
son with four hits and Justin
Hooker and Clifton Taylor with
three hits. Gustave Arcia con-
eributed two hits as did Green.

Quick work with the huge
tarp had saved the second game
which was not official when the
Tain came,

Quick, bonghall work from
Minnich had wrecked the Vi-
kings in the second game.

And the Rams could recognize
the type of pitching they usually
oaly see from the own mid-week,
non-conferencs-game pitchers.
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Rams shap six-game skid; then
lose to Millersville in second game

MILLERSVILLE,

Shepherd
twinbill -
divided

wm
loaing skid whea it defeated

ERA al aver five mns a game.
Freshman infielder Jake Cook
hadl two hits and three RBls as

(Pu) =~ times,

B BER-gane The Rams scowed three clmes
in the first isming when Lot was
bt bry m pitch and Asthony Jack-
son walked o begin the inming.
Colling had a RBI single, and
Cook grounded a single through
- the middle for two RBIs

Millersville, 7-3,

s cvernll

Shepherd
recond 60 11-15 and the Mamud-  lowing
ors wend &0 15-17 overall.
Briam Collins was 2-for-4 and
Tylor McCain seored two nuns.
Michael Lot wad 1-for-1 with
& KBl snd was on base three

was mbde mncomfortable when
the Rams rallicd for all four runs
in the seventh. £

The Rams used Adars L-c_f_
Kenny Reisinger, Gerard Soko-
lis, amd Sean 'Wiles after Appheby
Eeflt bn the thind

Trailing, 6-0, Shepherd pushed
scroas all §1 runs in the seventh
when McCain singled, Amgon
wind safe on an nfeld ervor, Der-
ok Gunsell got his thisd bat of
the scason (an RBI single), Sean
Zirkle drew o walk, Collins had
&n inficld sngle that drove in a
run, and Minsich produced an.
REI single.

But then the inning fell apan
when pinch-bitter Bryan Milburs
prounded e & double play and.

- Cook grounded oul to seoond 10

end the gasme.
Minnich was 3-for-8, Colling

againat Appleby afier three in-
mings en roule 10 & 6-4 win that

2-ford, Lot 2-for-3, and Cook

2-foe-3 o the Fuans had 11 hits.

Exk Belmchik won for the
first timee this season aguinst his
three losues.

Shepherd hitting hasn’t outweighed its mostly futile pitching

O AT iy Eoe

A fisiful  of  doublchesd-
ers have given Shephond coach
Wayne Riser fow — if any = cpe
tices where bis tattened pitching
stall B concerned.

Witk only three home dates re-
msining. Riger has a group of 11
pitchers be has oried this season.

Maw, here is the one gt
lic that makes Shepherd's 16-
17 overall recoed sl 6-6 recond
ie the Mortbern Division of the
WYIAL seem improkabls.

Of Riser's || paichers, much-
maligned Kenay Reminger (36.1
innings, 41 hits, 15 walks, eight
wild pitches, five hit batsmen (in-
choding tree & 0.1 inning of ooe
disastrous gamc) has the lowest
ERA ., .. a1 500,

When your lowest ERA on an
Fl-player stafl is s 5.0 your
team’s hitlers bad beiter be peo-
widing 10 or more mns per

game.

Reisimgper haa become one of
Riser's fowr marting pitchers he
uses In consecutive  weckend
doulsleboaders.

Put Smith also has a 520 ERA
] has slarted seven times in hig
nine appearances. Smath has a
31 record. I 36 innimgs, he has
allowed 38 hits and 16 walks.

Another conferenor weekend
siamer i3 Ceerand Sokolis, author
of & 4-1 meand . . . bul a 565
ERA. Sokolis” 3.2 imnings have
seen the opposition get 47 his
and ghean |3 walks from e lef-
hander.

Afier Sokolis, in desoend-
ineg oeder of spiraling ERA’s are
Sean Wiles (6100, Kyle Shif-
et {6.23), Brian Collins (1ins-
ited 10 only 10 iemings by arm
problems is at 6300, Fosts Byed
{6.33), Pad Crenoweth (6,57,
Adam Laser (8.22), Trever Ap-
plety {9.95), and Bryan Wolfe
[ EL .

The Hass” ppponenss bave n
combined ERA of 700 agains
4 Shephend lineup that often fea-
tares & number of freshmen o
first-year players.

Affter varbous confereno: and
non-conference pames whene i
ther Shephard o ils opponent (or

Ty} scowed al Joast [0 nans, che
Rams have two players who have
become the tsam's mo felzbic
hilters.

Sopbomore  Natban  Minnich
bas seadly elevated his balting
overage &nd his power mumbers
5 the wealber bax become moee
Basehall-[rcndly.

Minnsch s o 435 with 30 hits
im |05 al-bais. He bas 11 bomens,
nine doubles, and 41 RHEl.

Collsrs is s 379 with 44 hils
in | 1 ni-bats. He has eight hom.
& 13 doubles, and a team- lead-
ing 4% KBl

Wal  Arduini, who hesn®
played im the list seven gases, i
buatting .361. Freshman outficld-
er Michae] Lot rexides at 355,
bast has bees bnjured and massed
a mamher of games. Tyler Beard
has mised hig sverape from 276
1o 17 in the lat four games.

Freabman Jake Cook has in-
hermed Arduimi's sscond  hase
apust andd has 43 mi-bats with |4
hits and & 326 haning average.
Senicr catcher Amthory Jackson
hhaes drives in 17 nuss withs Bis re-

cedimg 312 balling average.

Ouitficlder Chris Szafmn i sl
86 mnd freshman cutfickder Ty-
Bor McCain is ai 299 alter roat-
ing below the 200 level for the
first 25 gumes,

Shoetsanp Pat Aragon is at 234
nnd has dose mons rocently.

Freabnen  Bryan  Milbem
.267), Derck Geonsell (300),
el Sean Zarkle {250 have all
Mayed spaningly.

If Colls and Minnsch are
dimened by oppodition pitching,
Shepherd @ moitly doomed. If
hath of them are bitting in the

same game, the Rams can soofe
an adequate mumber of naas if
any of the oibers can find their
wary on to the hase patks,

In the field, the Ramt have
been shor @ 1mmes.

When the season began, there
wi &N oistficld of Lost, MoCa-
in, &nel Szafran in place. Bug Lon
has boen mnjured enough o s
10 games and amy replacesnents
foumnd fior him have mot boen es-
pecially capahle ones.

These have bean 19 double
plays as compared with the 25
U cpponents have urned,

Arapon has been charged with
10 ermons a2 shossiep snd Colllins
has comnitted nine man e
ot therd base, Tyler Beard -- serv-
ing almost exclasively as a desig-
nisfed hitter - has still commined
three outfield ermors in the few ap-
prarances be made in the fiehd

Fhepherd has a 949 ield per-
centage and has committed a
team fotal of 34 errues through
the first 33 games.

A somcumes shaky defense
combined with & team ERA of
634 has darkened Shepiend s
chances om oo rasy aflermoons.
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bassman Nathan Minnich has ralsed his batling sversge 1o 438 and has 11 homs runs and 41 R8s, Wvﬂm

Sweep of Wheeling Jesuit keeps Shepherd alive

WHEELING -- Shepherd kept

faint hopes alive for a WVI-
AC playoff berth by smashing
homestanding Wheeling Jesuit,
13-2 and 16-8, in & baseball dou-
bleheader played last Sstarday in
the Northern Panhandle.

The twin wins gave Shepherd
a 5-3 record in the Northern Dh-
vision of the WVIAC, bun saill
found them trailing both divi-
sion-leading Seton Hill (9-2) and
Piir Johnsaown | 10-6)

Only two teams from the
Northern  Division will qualify
for the six-team conference
offs in early May in Johnitown,

In the 11-nan win in Sansrday’s
opener, the Rams scored a dozen
rums in the first inning and liveral-
ly coasted o & win because they
had only one maore run im their
mext six tums.

That huge first inning began
with walks 1o both Michas] Lon
and Tyler Beard. Brian Collins
had an RBI single as did Nathan
Minnich,

Anthony  Jackson  lkewise
drove in & nen with his single. Jake
Cook walked. After Tylor McCa-
in fanned, Chris Szafran drew an-
other walk. Szafran’s walk came

with the bases loaded.

Pat Aragon had a single that
plated two more runs, Lot
walked in his second at-bat of
the raucous imning. Beard also
walked & second time.

Caolling doubled in two more

runs - giving him three RBIs in
the inning. Minnich drew & walk.
Jackson walked. Cook had a two-
REI single,

MeCain made his second out
of the imning and Srafran flew
ot 1o end the uprising.

Gerard Sokolis was the bene-
facior of the scoring largess and
he pitched four innings, allowing
four hits and no walks while fan-
ning three. Sokolis was 3-1 with

Collins would finish the open-
er with a 3-for-1 game and four
RBIs. Cook and Amagon cach had
wo hits, Minnich, .ﬁn;m Cal-

lins, and Beard all scored two
ans.

Armgon, Cook, and Jackson
each drove i two mms,

In the free-scoring nightcap,
Shepherd led oaly 5-3 lead after
two inmings but took a 12-3 lead
with & seven-run fourth lnrlu'l;
rally.

Minndch would hit two hmp
ers in the game and Sean Zirkle
would add his first home run of
the season to the 17 hits the Rams
amassed.

In the seven-run - fourth,
Beard led off with & walk and
Colling was safe on an infield
error. Minaich drew a walk and
Jackson tripled to drive in three
rung. McCain had an RBI sin-
ghe. Szafran also had a single
and Aragon drove in a run with
his single.

Beard batted for the second

time in the inning and doobled o
plate DW0 mane funs.

Shepherd pitcher Pat Smith
wenit five innings 1o get the win,
his third against one loss. Smith
allowed six hits while walk-
ing two. He fanned thres. Trev:
m.ﬂppl!hylnd&bm“ﬁhwh
both pitched in the first game,
had po lock and Kenny Reising-
er pitched the final 1.2 innings of
hitless baseball,

Beard had his second 4-for-4
game in his last three stants. Mia-
mich was 3-for-3 with four RBIs
and four runs scored Jackson
wis 2-for-3 with four RBIs. Me-

Wheeling Jesult dipped to 2 ']l:
in WVIAC games and Iﬂ-l2
ovenll,



