
 
Department of Contemporary Art and Theater  
APP L I C AT I ON P R O C E D U R E  F O R  I N C O M ING  STUD ENTS 

The Department of Contemporary Art and Theater offers a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree  
in art education (K-12) and a Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) degree in graphic design, 
photography/computer imagery, painting and drawing, printmaking, or sculpture. The 
Department of Contemporary Art and Theater is designed to provide students with a diversified 
experience in art, as well as an in-depth experience in one concentration area. Through a series of 
courses, students will develop the technical skills, language, and critical thinking associated with 
the visual arts, along with the broad-based knowledge of the liberal arts — both essential for 
growing creatively and professionally as artists, graphic designers, photographers, and future 
educators. 

In order to maintain a quality learning environment, admission into the Department of 
Contemporary Art and Theater is both selective and competitive. Acceptance into the university 
does NOT guarantee a student acceptance into the art programs. Therefore, in addition to the 
university’s general admission requirements, applicants interested in majoring in art are 
required to also submit a Department Application Packet (see guidelines below). 

Due to the sequential nature of the curriculum, it is recommended that students begin their studies 
in art in the fall semester to insure a smooth transition into the department and a firm academic 
start in the chosen concentration area. 

Guidelines for the Department Application Packet: 

1. COMPLETED Department Application Form (see attached) 
2. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE (typed): 100-300 words explaining why you want  

to pursue art as your major at Shepherd University 
3. 12–20 SAMPLES OF YOUR BEST WORK: 35mm slides, JPEG images (in a folder 

or in a PowerPoint presentation) on a CD, or 8”x10” color prints will be accepted. Do 
NOT send actual work! Slides and/or CDs should be submitted in a clear plastic slide 
sleeve and/or CD case, labeled with the applicants name and numbered 1–20.  
If you are applying to the Photography/Computer Imagery program, you must include at 
least 5 samples of photography. If you applying to the Graphic Design program, samples 
of drawings and/or paintings are acceptable – it is recommended that you include 
samples of graphic design, if available, but is not required. 

4. ASSOCIATED IMAGE LIST (typed), which should include the following 
information for each sample of your best work:  

• Appropriate number (1–20), which should correspond to the number  
of each sample  

• Applicant’s full name 
• Media (painting, photography, mixed media, etc.) 
• Size (width x height) 
• Date of Completion 
• Indicate whether the work was created independently or in response to a class 

assignment. If the work was created in response to a class assignment, include 
the title and level of the course. A brief explanation of the work may also be 
included (optional). 

5. SELF-ADDRESSED, STAMPED ENVELOPE (SASE) OR MAILING PACKET 
with sufficient postage for return of materials (optional). 

 

 



 
Department of Contemporary Art and Theater  
APP L I C AT I ON P R O C E D U R E  F O R  I N C O M ING  STUD ENTS (cont’d) 

For full consideration, the Department Application Packet should be postmarked 
by the following dates: 
 
F A L L A D M ITTANC E :  

Early Decision November 1st    notification will be mailed by January 1st 
Priority Deadline March 1st   notification will be mailed by April 1st 

Final Deadline May 1st   notification will be mailed by June 1st 

SP R I NG A D M ITTANC E :  
Final Deadline November 1st    notification will be mailed by December 1st 

The Department of Contemporary Art and Theater will consider applications received after the 
May 1st deadline, space permitting. 
 
If you are applying for fall admittance, there are a limited amount of scholarships available 
through the Department of Contemporary Art and Theater. There is no additional application 
required to be considered — these awards are based on the quality of work submitted and a 
commitment to the pursuit of art. Applicants who submit the Department Application Packet by 
March 1st will be given priority consideration for department scholarships; applications 
received after this date will be processed until funds are exhausted. WV Promise Scholarship 
recipients are not eligible. 

For more information regarding the Department of Contemporary Art and Theater, please visit 
the department website at www.shepherd.edu/artweb. For specific questions regarding the 
department application process, please contact Stephanie Robbins at srobbins@shepherd.edu. 

 

C H E C K L I ST : 
 Department Application Form 
 Statement of Purpose 
 12-20 Samples of Work 
 Associated Image List 
 SASE with sufficient postage, for return of materials (optional) 

Application for admission to the Department of Contemporary Art and Theater should  
be mailed directly to: 

Stephanie Robbins, Enrollment Coordinator 
Department of Contemporary Art and Theater 
Shepherd University 
P.O. Box 5000 
Shepherdstown, WV 25443 

*All application materials associated with admission to Shepherd University should be mailed to 
the Office of Admissions at the address listed on the university application forms. 



 
Department of Contemporary Art and Theater  
D E PA R T M ENT APP L I C AT I O N F O R M  

DATE OF APPLICATION 

 

I AM APPLYING FOR ADMITTANCE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF CONTEMPORARY ART AND THEATER, BEGINNING IN THE: 

 FALL OF 20_____ 

 SPRING OF 20_____ 

APPLICANT’S NAME: 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE: 

TELEPHONE HOME: MOBILE: 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

   

I PLAN TO PURSUE A: 
 B.A. (Bachelor of Arts) DEGREE IN ART EDUCATION 

 B.F.A. (Bachelor of Fine Arts) DEGREE IN ART, WITH A CONCENTRATION IN: 

 G R A P H IC  D E S I G N  
 P HO TO G R A P HY / C O M P U T E R  I M A G E R Y  
 P A I N T I N G  A N D  D R A W I N G  
 P R I N TM A K I N G  
 S C UL P T U R E  

 UNDECIDED - ART 

   

I AM CONSIDERED A(N): 

 I N C O M IN G  F R E S HM A N  (no previous college experience) 
 T R A N S F E R  S T U D E N T  (previous college experience) 

 R E A D M I T  S T U D E N T  T O  S H E P H E R D  U N I V E R S I T Y   
Previous Major: __________________________________ 

 C UR R E N T  S T U D E N T  A T  S H E P H E R D  U N I V E R S I T Y  

Current Major: __________________________________ 

HIGH SCHOOL: EXPECTED DATE  
OF GRADUATION: 

INCOMING  FRESHMAN 

CITY: STATE: 

{1} PREVIOUS INSTITUTION ATTENDED: 

CITY: STATE: 

{2} PREVIOUS INSTITUTION ATTENDED: 

CITY: STATE: 

{3} PREVIOUS INSTITUTION ATTENDED: 

TRANSFER STUDENTS 

CITY: STATE: 

 

PLEASE LIST ALL OTHER COLLEGES TO WHICH YOU ARE APPLYING FOR ADMISSION: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


