2009 Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence

WebQuest
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Silas House
Overview: In this WebQuest, you will learn about Appalachian literature and the life and work of our 2009 Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence, Silas House.  You will also find several resources for relevant issues found in his novels.

Step 1: What is Appalachia?

What is Appalachia?  What are the characteristics of Appalachian writing?  Take a look at this map to get an idea of what areas of the U.S. are located in the Appalachian region.  You may even enjoy planning a hiking trip on the Appalachian Trail!
Now, enjoy and take note of how Appalachian culture spills over into other forms.  Listen to three examples of Appalachian music that appear in House’s novels: “The Two Sisters,” “The Water is Wide,” and “I’ve Been a Foreign Lander.”
Step 2: Learn about Shepherd’s Writer-in-Residence Program.

What is a Writer-in-Residence?  Check out the Shepherd University Writer-in-Residence website to see what the program is about and who our past writers have been.  Be sure to take a look at the schedule and activities that have been planned around House’s visit, and make plans to attend one or more.  Print off or bookmark the schedule page so that you don’t miss this opportunity!  Also, learn more about the West Virginia Fiction Competition that is linked to the Writer-in-Residence program.  You may be interested in entering the competition next year.
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Step 3: Who is Silas House?

Who is Silas House?  Read about him and his rich background.  You may also want to peruse his personal website which includes his personal blog, tour dates, contact information, and other news.

Locate his birthplace of Lily, Kentucky in Laurel County, and the surrounding areas of eastern Kentucky.
You’ll also want to explore Laurel River Lake—one of House’s most beloved destinations as an adolescent.  He also spent much of his childhood in nearby Leslie County, Kentucky, which serves as the setting for his fictional Crow County in his first three novels.
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A Parchment of Leaves (2002)
House’s second published work serves as the first book in his Appalachian trilogy.  In A Parchment of Leaves, House welcomes the reader into the lives of the Sizemores and Sullivans—two Scot-Irish families, living in the mountains of eastern Kentucky.


A Parchment of Leaves also traces the fortunes and misfortunes of the Cherokee people still remaining in Appalachia after the Trail of Tears in 1838-39.  Cherokee, North Carolina becomes a kind of Mecca for those Cherokees remaining in that area—created by and for their people.  Explore this website about the importance of Cherokee women in the Native American society.  What do these sites tell you about the relationship between the Scot-Irish and the Cherokees?
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The Coal Tattoo (2005)


As the second book in House’s trilogy, The Coal Tattoo continues the saga of the Sullivan family, following the relationship of two sisters, descendants of coal miners, who live in the mountains of Kentucky.  The readers learn that the wild and exuberant Anneth and the spiritual, Pentecostal Easter are both grandchildren of Vine and Serena of A Parchment of Leaves.


Explore these links to understand mountaintop removal in Kentucky: http://www.kftc.org/our-work/canary-project/campaigns/mtr/MTR-generalinfo and http://forestpolicyresearch.org/2009/03/07/kentucky-citizens-against-mountain-top-removal-get-kicked-out-of-former-boy-scout-camp-blanton/.  To see the issue closer to home, click on this link at http://www.mountainroadshow.com/.  How would this harsh landscape affect the lives of young people like Anneth and Easter?
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Clay’s Quilt (2001)


Published before his other two novels, Clay’s Quilt is the last book in House’s Appalachian trilogy dealing with the Sizemore and Sullivan families in coal mining country.  Learn about the history of Appalachian quilt making and browse different patterns from the early 1900s here. 


In this bildungsroman (coming-of-age story), Clay says that his own passion and gusto for life comes from his mother’s side of the family—particularly Anneth’s and Clay’s Cherokee heritage.  What does this site tell you about the role of women within Cherokee culture?
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Step 5: Looking for additional resources and information to help you understand House’s fiction?

Here is the link to House’s AHWIR website; click on other teaching tools, the Interview with House, and the Literary Essay on his writing and scholarship.  What do you learn about House’s themes, narrative style, and writing process by looking at these resources?

