The best Socratic Seminars will have essential questions, core questions, and stem questions that are created by the facilitator or leader of the Seminar and supplemented by all participants of the Seminar.  However, below are several essential and core questions that may be useful in preparing for Socratic Seminars on the novels of Silas House.  

Possible Topics for A Parchment of Leaves 

Essential Question:

This is a book about tolerance and bridging the differences between cultures and people who are different.  Aside from moving along the narrative, how and why do you think House links war to this story?  

Core Questions:

How does war connect to a major theme of the novel?

How does House illustrate the importance of tolerance?

How does the author use music to strengthen his story?

What is the impact of House’s narration technique in A Parchment of Leaves?

Possible Topics for The Coal Tattoo
Essential Question:

As this story continues the saga of the Sullivan family, it is important to consider how the family works through various tragedies.  What is the significance of the title of the novel in relationship to House’s purpose?

Core Questions:

How does House use various natural/earth symbols in the work?  

How and why is the connection between spirituality and music illustrated in The Coal Tattoo?

Possible Topics for Clay’s Quilt
Essential Question:  

Silas House has said that this book is about “passion. . . finding yourself and celebrating what you have found.”  Considering the importance of creating an identity, how does House use music and religion to enhance this purpose of his novel?

Core Questions:

How and why is quilting used as a metaphor in the novel?

What is the significance of water in the Clay’s Quilt?

