A Parchment of Leaves
By Silas House
*Make complete sentences as you answer question with asterisk.
1) What circumstance occurs at the beginning of the story to make Saul Sullivan and his family grateful to the beautiful young Cherokee Vine? _______________

2) After Saul and Vine marry, Vine comes to live on the Sullivan homestead at God’s Creek.  Saul’s is a close-knit family, and he is particularly close to his little brother Aaron and mother Esme, and yet there are many secrets in this family.  What is Aaron’s secret regarding his brother’s wife? ___________________
3) What is Esme’s secret concerning her son Aaron? _______________________
4) Why does Esme tell Vine not to allow her family to bury her beside her husband Wilhelm? ________________________________________________________

5) When Aaron marries Aidia, how does he treat his new bride?  _______________

Why? ______________________________________________________________

6) What happens to Aaron at the end of the story? __________________________

7) Vine loves her family home of Redbud, where this Cherokee community has  lived for generations.  Who drives Vine’s family off their land?  _______________
8) What happens one day when Vine and her daughter Birdie are in town and meet mine owner Tate Masters? _____________________________________

9) *A Parchment of Leaves is a book about tolerance and bridging the differences between cultures and people who are different.  Aside from moving along the narrative, why do you think House links the war to this story—other than being the ostensible reason Saul must leave Vine and God’s creek for a period of time?  Explain what the war has to do with the main theme of the novel.
10)  When Vine tells Saul her secret, she is faced with the possibility of losing him.  Why does Saul return to Vine? _______________________________________

What for Vine represents a symbol of hope throughout the story? ______________

