The Coal Tattoo by Silas House
*Make complete sentences as you answer questions with an asterisk.
1) Easter and Anneth are two sisters, daughter of Birdie and Luke and granddaughters of Vine and Serena.  When the girls lose their grandmothers after a series of tragedies, they react very differently regarding how they live their lives.  Describe Anneth’s attitude toward life after the tragedies. ___________

Describe Easter’s approach to life after the tragedies.____________________
2) Despite her poor choices, Anneth is a very appealing character, one created by House with empathy and tolerance.  What happens after Anneth marries Matthew and leaves the mountains? _______________________________

3) Later in the story, Anneth becomes involved with Liam, son of one of the mine owners.  Liam’s job is to run the people off their land so that the coal company can take it over for strip-mining.  What is the legal document that allows him to do this? ____________________

4)  What do the women do to try to stop the coal company from taking their mountain? ____________________________
5) *Anneth falls in love with a young soldier, Bradley, and from this relationship Clay Sizemore is born, the hero of Clay’s Quilt, the third novel in the trilogy.  How does the violence of war connect to other forms of violence in the book?  Explain

6) What happens to Easter’s baby? _______________
7) Why does Anneth wish to have a child?  _________________________
8) What part does music play in the story? _________________________
9) Does House suggest there is a connection between music and spirituality? ____
10)  *Explain the meaning of the title of this book.

