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Charles Frazier’s Thirteen Moons
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  Read about Charles Frazier at the Appalachian Heritage webpage at http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/frazier/.  Explore the various links and interviews on the site, as well as the literary essay on Frazier and his work.   Among these, you will find an interview with Charles Frazier conducted by two Shepherd University students, Hannah Badley and Kristin Stover.  Skim through the interview and summarize what Frazier says about the theme “telling one’s story.”  
Thirteen Moons is a historical novel about a White boy (William Holland Thomas, 1805-1893), who is adopted into the Cherokee nation and became a “White Chief” during the tragic days of the 1838 Indian Removal, when the Five Civilized Tribes were marched to Oklahoma on the Trail of Tears.  Explore the information about the Indian Removal; what do scholars mean by a governmental policy of “genocide” regarding the indigenous people of North America?
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What U.S. President actually is responsible for the original idea of the Removal?  __________________   Who signed the idea into law in 1830?__________________________________________ 
Who were the Five Civilized Tribes? ________________________________________ Which tribe is the largest today? ________________  Which tribe remained loyal to the Union side during the Civil War? ________________  Which tribe was second largest and  had a written language? _______________________    Click on the History Channel link to the Trail of Tears and listen to the short video at the top of the main-page.  What was the original Supreme Court ruling on the Cherokee lawsuit against the U.S. government, written by Chief Justice John Marshall: ____________________________; what was President Jackson’s response to the decision? ____________________ Explore the information about Andrew Jackson.  Characterize Jackson’s attitude toward Native Americans? ___________________________  President Jackson, however, framed his argument for Removal in positive terms; how so?
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President Madison had encouraged Native Americans to be peaceful and assimilate with White Culture, to become farmers rather than hunters and gatherers.  The Cherokee were the most successful, many owning large tracks of land and prosperous farms.  Was the cultural change helpful to them?  Explain.
