Charles Frazier’s Thirteen Moons                                                                         *Come to a consensus in your Collaborative Learning (CL) group and make complete sentences only for questions with asterisk.  Work in groups of 3, with a recorder, reporter, and reader/facilitator.  Turn in one sheet with all three names:                                            ____________________________(Reporter), ____________________________(Recorder), ______________________________(Reader/Facilitator)
1) Thirteen Moons is a bildungsroman or a coming-of-age story; it is also a good example of historical fiction.  At twelve, young Will Cooper has been indentured to run a trading post on the outskirts of the Cherokee territory near a place called Yawah.  Even before his arrival, Will meets the girl who will drive his life; who is this? __________
2) Will is adopted by his Cherokee “father” Bear.  He learns the ways of the Cherokee and how to get along with both his neighbors and the landscape. Use a series of adjectives to describe the Cherokee relationship with the land:_________________________________________________

3) Contrast the White or European attitude toward Nature and the land; again use a series of adjectives:____________________________________________________________________

4) When Will sees again the girl whom he loves, she is sixteen and home from finishing school in Savannah.  Will thinks she is the ward of Featherstone; what traumatic information does he learn about her as their relationship grows closer and a bond is formed; what is her actual relationship to Featherstone? ____________

5) What is Will’s and Bear’s plan to avoid the Indian Removal that is mandated by President Jackson’s administration? _______________________________________________________

6) *At several points in the novel, Will, who is the narrator of his story, points out that there are several versions of a story, that others may tell differently.  This is particularly the case as he tells the story of Charley and his family who are taken from their Appalachian home for the long march west to Oklahoma.  What happens to Charley’s family; explain the series of events.
7) What is the reason Will and Bear give for wanting to tell Charley’s story themselves rather than have others tell it? _____________________________________________________________
8) Whom does Will meet when he goes to Washington to try to convince legislators not to carry through the Indian Removal; name two of the real historical figures that Will encounters: ______________________________________________________.  Is Will successful? _____

9) What happens to Featherstone and his family in the story? _____________________________

10) *At the end of the book, Will, now an old man jaded and bitter, says: “We all, when we’re young, think we’ll live forever. Then at some point you settle for living a great long while. . . . You’re left with nothing but your moods and your memory” (419).   Think about Will’s long life as Frazier portrays it: has it been merely “sound and fury, signifying nothing”? Is there nothing left for him other than “mood” and “memory”?  Come to consensus as a group as you discuss the ending of the story.  Explain.
