Charles Frazier’s Nightwoods                                                                         *Come to a consensus in your Collaborative Learning (CL) group and make complete sentences only for questions with asterisk.  Work in groups of 3, with a recorder, reporter, and reader/facilitator.  Turn in one sheet with all three names:                                            ____________________________(Reporter), ____________________________(Recorder), ______________________________(Reader/Facilitator)
1) Nightwoods is about a young woman who lives and works at the edge of the wilderness, having chosen to forego human associations to work as caretaker of the defunct Wayah Lodge.  Why does Luce choose to live in such an isolated setting; what has happened to her? _____________
2) Why have Luce’s niece and nephew come to live at this lonely lodge with her?_______________

3) The children are fascinated with fire and do not speak; how does Luce’s neighbor Maddy get the two to talk again? _______________________________________________________________

4) *Describe Luce’s neighbor Maddy.

5) How does Maddy contrast with Bud, the children’s father. in terms of her compatibility with Nature?_______________________________________________________________________
6) Why does Bud follow the children into the mountains?__________________________________
7) On one of their forays into the wilderness, Luce and the children stumble upon a magical place she calls the “black hole.”  What happens in the plot at this setting? _______________________
8) *Charles Frazier has said that when he wrote Nightwoods, he wanted to create a tighter and very different narrative from the historical fiction he is noted for.  He also says he wanted Nature to function almost like a main character in the story.  How does the setting drive the plot in the story and function as a “character”?   
9) What happens to Lit, the constable whom Bud befriends in the story?__________________
10) *Frazier brings together the wounded Luce and the two traumatized children, he also connects their different stories to the central theme of the book—that is, to the idea that one must learn to live in harmony with the physical world and Nature.  Explain how the two narratives work together, and what do they tell us about a capitalist patriarchy? 

