Charles Frazier’s Cold Mountain Assignment
[image: image1.jpg]


 [image: image2.jpg]L

COLD
MOUNTAIN




Charles Frazier is the seventeenth recipient of the Appalachian Heritage Writer’s Award and seventeenth Shepherd University Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence.  Read about Charles Frazier at the Appalachian Heritage webpage at http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/frazier/.  Explore the various links and interviews on the site.    Cold Mountain, Charles Fraziers first novel,  is written in the tradition of other great anti-war volumes, such as The Red Badge of Courage and  A Farewell to Arms.  Cold Mountain is also written in the framework or paradigm of the Journey of the Hero and The Odyssey.  Look at this short video clip that features Joseph Campbell, author of Hero with a Thousand Faces, talking about characteristics of the hero and journey: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJwPIiUPfK4.  What popular stories today follow the pattern of the hero’s journey?   The Monomyth  or Journey of the Hero is one of the great archetypes in mythology, and Inman’s and Ada’s journeys in Cold Mountain follow this paradigm.  When Inman steps out of his hospital window, and out of the War, to begin his long walk home, he thinks to himself that “this journey will be the axle of my life” (71); how so?
Frazier’s book is also a very “organic” novel in that every part of the story is perfectly positioned in the book and necessary.  As you read, look for the imagery and symbolism that create this organic narrative.  Notice how Frazier uses animals (bear, crow, drake, heron) to develop his theme of achieving harmony with the natural world and one’s fellow human beings.  Which characters do these animals connect with?  Notice the final dramatic scene in the book where Inman and Stobrod are trekking down Cold Mountain after Stobrod has been wounded by Teague and his band of “home guard.”  Three times the characters pass a pool on a high meadow or bald.  Notice the pool as they pass by; what does it signify?
There is a great deal of Celtic myth and influence in the book, perhaps stronger than the Greek or Biblical mythology in the story.  In Celtic lore, water represents the divide between the spiritual and the physical or matter.  Where do you notice water in the story?  How is the character Ruby embellished with mythic qualities?  Celtic and Native American lore both value a bond or harmony between human beings and Nature, between matter and spirit.  Notice Frazier’s evocations of Nature; how does he develop his “eco-environmental”  theme in the book; how does this theme connect to the Civil War and the violence in the story?  How are Inman and Ada transformed in the story, and who plays a major role in these transformations?  As you read, mark those scenes that are most memorable in their transformations.  Many characters in the novel are in some ways allegorical.  What do they represent in terms of Allegory: Swimmer, Ruby, Veasy, Laura, Sara, Yellow Slave, Goat Woman, Teague, Stobrod?  How does music work throughout the book to enhance symbol and allegory in Cold Mountain?
Look at the ending of Cold Mountain and epilogue.  Many readers complained to Frazier about the way he ended his tale.  What are your thoughts about the ending?  Finally, the book is filled with literary references: to Bartram, Homer, Ovid, among others, in order to enhance the narrative and themes?  Watch for these literary references.  What do you think are the major themes in Cold Mountain?
