This Dark Road to Mercy                                                                                                                By Wiley Cash
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As you prepare to read This Dark Road to Mercy, explore the information on the Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence website about Wiley Cash, and read the essay that you will find under the Teaching Resources and Links: http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/cash/. Explore this information about the Sammy Sosa/Mark McGwire battle to break Roger Maris’s 1998 homerun record: http://www.wow.com/wiki/1998_Major_League_Baseball_home_run_record_chase?s_chn=86&s_pt=source7&v_t=aolsem.    Since Gastonia, NC. plays such a prominent part in Cash’s work, peruse the links that portray his home town in Gaston County, North Carolina.
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   Cash’s second book is both an exciting page-turner and a classic “journey” narrative.  Explore the paradigm of the Journey as articulated by Joseph Campbell: http://www.wow.com/wiki/Hero's_journey?s_chn=86&s_pt=source7&v_t=aolsem.  Notice the different stages in the journey—how do these apply to Easter’s “journey” with her delinquent dad and little sister Ruby.  What is the turning point in the journey where Easter begins to soften toward her father?  Why is Easter so negative about her dad, fading baseball player Wade Chesterfield?  What has happened to her mom Corinne? If the “return with knowledge” is the final stage in the hero’s journey, what is the knowledge that Easter has gained?  Why do you think Cash chose to take this classic “journey” paradigm and apply it to the story of a little girl? How significant are the names of Cash’s characters?
Who are the three narrators in This Dark Road to Mercy?  How does the detective Bradley Weller’s life parallel that of his nemesis Wade Chesterfield?  Why is Pruitt, as well as Bradley, hot on the trail to find Wade?  As Wade and his two girls wend their way to St. Louis for the ballgame of the decade where Sammy Sosa and Mark McGwire go at it against each other to break Roger Maris’s homerun record, the exciting climax of the story occurs.  What does the quest to get to and see to this game represent for Easter, Ruby, and Wade?  What happens at the end of the book, and do you think Wade got his “second chance” to be a father to his daughters?
