Chapter Questions for Wiley Cash’s A Land More Kind Than Home
*Before you begin...

A Land More Kind Than Home is filled with incredible similes that enhance the story and create a better understanding for the reader. As you read, mark the similes you find, and we will post them in the classroom. 

Chapter 1
1. Reread the epigraph at the opening of the novel. What does it mean, and how does it set the tone for the novel?

2. The novel opens with Adelaide Lyle describing what the store that would become the church looked like 12-15 years ago, what it looked like many years ago (when she was a child), and what it currently looks like. Why do you think there is this focus on the building itself and its changing purpose over the years?

3. Look up Mark 16:17-18. How does knowing that Pastor Chambliss focuses on these verses affect your opinion of him?

4. Why doesn’t Adelaide trust Pastor Chambliss?

5. What factors from Miss Molly Jameson’s story make her a particularly sympathetic character? 

6. Remember that Mark 16:17-18 says that believers will not be harmed, but Pastor Chambliss has a damaged arm from the beginning. Does this make him untrustworthy? Why would the church believe him?

7. After Miss Molly Jameson’s death, how does Pastor Chambliss manipulate the church congregation to stay quiet? 

8. How does Adelaide convince Pastor Chambliss to let her teach the children at her house on Sunday mornings? What does this reveal about her personal character or morals?
9. What happens ten years after Miss Molly’s death?

10. Describe the scene of the church when Adelaide arrives, and explain how this sets the mood.

11. How is Pastor Chambliss’s obsession with snakes reflected in the church? 

12. Why does Pastor Chambliss hold Adelaide’s hand in the crate? Why does he allow her to leave? 

Chapter 2
1. Reread page 26. Choose at least one example of imagery and/or a simile, and explain how it allows the reader to better imagine the sound of the music coming from the church.

2. Explain how the relationship between Jess and Stump is unlike that of most brothers.

3. Why does Jess eventually decide to spy on the church?

4. What shocking revelation do we learn about Pastor Chambliss and Jess’s mom, Julie?

5. Why does Pastor Chambliss lie about the noise they heard outside?

6. What do Jess and Joe Bill see inside the church?

7. Why do you think Jess and Joe Bill cry after what they witnessed in the church?

Chapter 3

1. How has the incident at the church changed Jess and Joe Bill’s friendship?

2. How do we already see the consequences of Jess’s lie about how he got his splinter?

3. How do we know Jess feels guilty?

4. What is your opinion of Jess’s father at this point?

5. As much as he wants to, why can’t Jess confess to his mother that he is the one that cried out “Mama!” and not Stump?

Chapter 4
1. Why do you think Cash changes narrators at this particular point in the story?

2. Why is Sheriff Barefield nervous to go to Adelaide Lyle’s house?

Chapter 5

1. How does Sherriff Barefield know Ben a little more than most people?

2. What do we learn about Ben’s father?

3. As Sheriff Barefield is thinking about the past, he recalls a time when a man willingly burned his barn, which held a season’s worth of tobacco. Why was he willing to burn his own barn?

4. Why do you think Sherriff Barefield is thinking about this story as he is on his way to Adelaide’s house?

Chapter 6

1. What do we learn about Pastor Chambliss’s back story?

2. Why do you think the chapters with Sheriff Barefield are significantly shorter than the other chapters?

Chapter 7

1. Describe the scene at Adelaide’s house.
2. Why is Adelaide so angry with the people in the kitchen?

3. Why do you think Jess decides to lie in bed next to Stump?

4. Why does Ben have Jess leave the room?

5. Why do you think Jess initially refers to his grandpa as “the man Mama wanted me to call grandpa” (119). 

6. Why do you think Chambliss tells Julie not to call the sheriff?

7. On page 123, Jess no longer refers to his grandpa as “the man Mama wants me to call grandpa.” He is now just grandpa. Why the change?

8. Why isn’t Sheriff Barefield going to do anything about the two guys from the church that Ben beat up?

9. Why won’t the men from the church give the sheriff a statement? 

Chapter 8
1. (Page 132) Why do you think Jess’s grandpa’s hands are shaking so badly?

2. (Page 135) Why do you think Jess wants to keep the radio station where it is, playing the sad, slow music of Patsy Cline? (If you’ve never heard a Patsy Cline song before, listen to one online before answering the question.)

3. Why does the owner of the store angrily chase Jess’s grandpa out of the store?

Chapter 9
1. How does the story of the Christmas ornament highlight the special relationship Jess had with his brother?

2. How does Jimmy Hall’s (Jess’s grandpa) treatment of Jess change the opinion we previously had of him based on stories from Sheriff Barefield and Julie?

Chapter 10

1. What was inside Stump’s quiet box?

2. Why does Jess keep imagining that Stump is alive? 

3. When Jess asks his grandpa why he was gone for so long, what is his response?

4. When Jess asks his grandpa if Stump will be able to talk in Heaven, he says, “We’ll all be able to talk...and we’ll be able to understand each other” (153). What does he mean? What is the difference between being able to talk and being able to understand each other?

5. Why do you think Jess’s grandpa was out in the burley/tobacco so late at night?

Chapter 11

1. What do we learn about Sheriff Barefield’s son? (Be specific). 

2. Over the years, what has the sheriff learned about death/tragedy? (159)

3. How is Jimmy Hall responsible for Jeff’s death?

4. Sheriff Barefield had the chance to shoot Jimmy Hall. Why didn’t he?

5. Sheriff Barefield insisted that he be the one to tell his wife about Jeff. Why was this so important?

6. Most characters (and people) are not totally good or totally bad. How do we see this reflected in Jimmy Hall?
Chapter 12

1. How do we see the importance of storytelling in this chapter?

2. On page 181, Adelaide said the city was full of “lungers.” What does this mean?

3. How old was Adelaide when she went out on her own? What kind of work must she do in order to survive?

4. Why do you think Adelaide has this vivid dream?

Chapter 13

1. Describe Gerty. How is she similar to some of the strong women seen in the novel?

2. What do we learn about Ben Hall in this chapter, specifically in regards to his relationship with Julie?

3. Describe Doc Winthrop. What does he add to the story?

4. What advice (from Adelaide) is Ben hesitant to follow after Julie has the baby? Why is he hesitant?

5.Where did Stump get his nickname?

Chapter 14

1. Explain the significance of the analogy of the tree between Julie and Ben after Stump’s birth. 

2. Why does Julie want to have an abortion? Who is encouraging her to do it? 

3. What strange comment does Pastor Chambliss make to Adelaide? Why is this significant? 
Chapter 15
1. How is Ben dealing with the loss of his son?

2. Who does Julie stay with, and why do you think she chooses this person?

3. What is Adelaide’s one request of Julie?

Chapter 16

1. How would you describe the meeting between the sheriff and Adelaide Lyle?

2. Why do you think she decides to mention the death of Miss Molly Jameson to the sheriff?

Chapter 17

1. Why do you think Pastor Chambliss was essentially hiding in the dark when the sheriff came to see him?

2. Do you think there really was a snake around the light beam? Explain your reasoning.

3. How would you describe Pastor Chambliss’s demeanor throughout his meeting with the sheriff?

4. What does Pastor Chambliss say about Adelaide Lyle? Why do you think he says this? 

Chapter 18

1. What effect is created by the length and the last line of the chapter?

Chapter 19
1. How has our perception of Jimmy Hall evolved over the course of the novel?

2. According to Jimmy Hall, what was Julie’s mom like?

3. “Folks don’t change...It doesn’t matter how bad you want them to...Sometimes it don’t even matter how bad they want to change themselves” (Jimmy Hall, 259). Do you agree with him? Why or why not?

4. What news does Ben learn from Jess?

Chapter 20

1. Why is Jess so scared?

2. Where do you think Ben went, and what is he going to do?

3. Why do you think Jess pretended to be asleep when his dad came back?
Chapter 21

1. Why is Adelaide so desperate to find Julie?

2. Adelaide has had a hard life, but she prays harder in this moment than she ever has before. Why do you think that is? (276)

3. What noise wakes Adelaide?

4. What does Ben threaten to do?

Chapter 22

1. Why is this short chapter included in the novel?

Chapter 23

1. Why would Cash have this particular chapter told from the perspective of Jess Hall?

Chapter 24

1. Why did the sheriff shoot Ben? Do you think he made the reasonable response based on the circumstances?

2. Why do you think the sheriff called Jimmy Hall to come be with Jess? Why not call Adelaide or someone else? 

3. Why isn’t Jimmy Hall angry at the sheriff for shooting Ben?

Chapter 25

1. Reread the paragraph on page 305 that begins with “It’s a good thing to see that people can heal...” What does this paragraph mean, and how does it relate to the overall theme of the novel?

2. Why do you think Adelaide Lyle still has hope and faith after all these years and everything she’s been through?

Essay Questions:
* How does having alternating narrators add depth to the novel? How would the story have been different it were only told from the perspective of Adelaide, Jess, or Sheriff Barefield? Why do you think Cash chose not to have Pastor Chambliss, Julie, Ben, or Jimmy Hall as a narrator? 
*Pastor Chambliss is supposed to be a man of God, but how can the argument be made that he is more like Satan than God? Pay close attention to imagery & symbols used throughout the novel, and add that to any Biblical knowledge you have. 

*What is the overall theme of the novel? How is this revealed in the plot and/or characters throughout the novel? 
